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THE KAT1B IMAD AD-DIN AL-1SPAITANL

Abu Abd Allah Muhammad Ibn Safi 'd-Din Abi '1-Faraj Muhammad Ibn Nafis ad~
Din Abi 'r-Raja Hamid Ibn Muharamad Ibn Abd Allah Ibn Ali Ibn Mali mud Ibn
Hibat Allah, known by the appellation of Aluh (1), and surnamed Iindd ad-Din {pillar
of religion) al-Katib al-Ispahani (the scribe of Ispahdn), was distinguished by Hie ap-
pellation of Ibn Akhi '1-AzJz (the nephew of Aziz ad-Din)    We have already spoken
of his uncle [m our first volume, page 170), under the letter hamza.    I mad ad-Din
al-lspahani was a doctor of the Shafite sect; he studied the law, for some lime, at the
Nizdmiya college (vol. II. p. 164) and mastered the science of polemic divinity and
the various branches of polite literature.    His poems and epistles arc so well known
that we need not enlarge on the subject.    Having passed his first years in Ispahan,
he removed to Baghdad while yet a boy and took lessons in jurisprudence from the
shaikh Abu Mansur Said Ibn Muhammad Ibn ar-Razzaz (2), a professor of the Nixd-
miya college.   He learned Traditions in the same city from Abu 'l-llusan Ali Ibn
Hibat Allah Ibn Abd as-Salam, Abu Mansur Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Malik Ibn Jiriin,
Abu '1-Makarim al-Mubarak Ibn Ali as-Samarkandi, Abu Bakr Ahmad Ibn Ali Ibn
al-Ashkar, and other masters.    Having resided there till he completed his edu-
cation and attained a great proficiency in erudition, he courted the patronage of
the vizir Aun ad-Din Yabya Ibn Hubaira (3), who was then at Baghdad, and obtained
from him the inspectorship (of the administration in the province) of Basra,    Some
time after, he received his appointment to the same post in Wasit, and thenceforward
he continued removing from one place to another, during the remainder of his life.
After the death of Aun ad-Din (m A. H. 560, A. D. 1165), the band of his fol-
lowers and of all connected with, him was dissolved; some had to encounter the strokes
of adversity, and Iraad ad-Din remained for a time in poverty and misery (4)*    He
then proceeded to Damascus, where he arrived in the month of Shaaban, A. II. 562
(May-June, A, JX 1167), -and obtained an introduction to the kddi Kamul ad-Din
Abft '1-Fadi Muhammad -Ibn as^hahrozfiri (t?ol. IL p. 646) who, at that time, acted
as chief magistrate, governor of the city and minister of the empire, in the name of
the sultan al-Malik al.Aadil Nur ad-Din Abft 'kK&um Mahmud (5). the son of the